Trash Service, D.C.

By STEPHEN M. AUG.
Star Business Writer

The Southern Railway opened a major sales effort today to

ar_xdie the Qrocessing, hauling and disposal of trash for large

ties along its vast system—and the first target apparently is the
strict of Columbia.

The Southern, in an announcement, said it had created an

ffice of Municipal Waste Disposal, and offered to handle trash

Sheaper tha}n it could be burne:

municipal incinerators. iti

@For a starter, Southern has butyr a:ldxponal equipment—one

htained an option on 32 actes| SStimate 18 that perhaps 45 spe-

% vacant land 135 miles south of | cially designed cars could bere-

Washington - about halfway be-|quired, at a cost of perhaps

wten Lynchburg and Char-|$17,000 each, to handle 1,500 tons

Ettgsv‘lillem tSoLatherg officials| 3 day.

Eyntend that under their propos-|  The  Southern announcement
‘tg’ ‘7;{““115 ;S‘g(et}:‘gesf"s;;:;h: said principal advantages of its
o fill just 175 acres th system are that it costs less

ij&g Jus s the ﬂ]xan incineration and completely

- .. |eliminates burning, which is a

“fgcgn&tf;“%‘ﬁ? mﬁdeRa‘{;‘]; source of air pol%ution. 1t also

o written by Robert|p g 5 productive use for wastes

 Hamilton, its vicé president|yooayse they would be used as
marketing and planing, €On-| ang £ill in reclaiming lands oth-

ding_ Southern’s trash dispos- | oryise ynsuited for productive
service ““wotild be priced in a\ ;oo “The railroad would also

nge that would make i - -
st won o e | W o et shresding

wild and operate i -

o2 = .p i In setting up its sales staff,
139 5th Incinerator Planned Hamilton said “we’re not confin-
SThe District plans to build a|™e ourselves to the District at
th incinerator at the site of the| all we have inquiries from oth-
d Kenilworth dump at a cost of| e cities along our lIine. But

Robert N, Morris, Southern Railway research manager, left, and James |
H. Nuttey, Jr., director of the railroad’s new office of Muncipal Waste
Disposal, examine a model of a trash processing plant of the type pro-
posed for use here. Morris holds a model of the building’s exterior.

iSouthern Opens Drive to Sell;
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knowing the large volume
here, we felt this was the place
where we should start.”
Although other railroads have
sought unusccessfully to t
port trash for major cil
Southern contends it is the
one that will offer a total tf
disposal system. w

Inquiries Cited

Robert N. Morris, Southern’s
research manager, said the ‘g‘g

o s e ®

road had already had inquities
from such cities as Jacksonville,
Fla.; Charlotte, N.C.; Atlafta;
Richmond, Lexington, Ky.; New
Orleans; Macon, Ga., and Chat-
tanooga, Tenn.

If it receives authorization
from the District, Hamilton
said, the railroad could submit a
bid within 30 days and would
require 18 months to two years
to get the project under way.
The projected plant would be
capable of handling about 2,000
tons of trash daily.

Southern estimates the Wash-
ington metropolitan area is ex-
pected to generate about 2.3 mil-
lion tons of trash this year. By
1980, it predicts, this would in-
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crease to more than 3.4 million,
and by 2,000 to 6.2 million tons.

city incinerators averages
hetween, $7 and $8 per ton of
asp—and this doesn’t include
er the capital cost of con-
cting the plant, or of dump-
the residue after burning,
uthern officials contend.
he letter was written last
c, 2 to Norman E. Jackson,
Lrector of the District’s Depart-
$ent of Sanitary Engineering.
recalled that the raiiroad had
een working since early 1968 on|1j
3 program ~and had spent|,,
out $100,000 to develop a plan
der which Southern would
¢t a plant within the District
o shred garbage—paper, metal
the like—compact it into
: w-);ound 4-by-4-foot bails and
i#Haul it -south in specially built

“"The letter also noted that as
back as Jan. 30, 1969, Jack-
m had writfen Southern asking
.it would make a bid should a
all for bids be made within
ee months.
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Several Under Study

“sequthern proposal is one amongk a
sfeveral being considered. “We;
‘Midve talked to the Southern Rail-)
ay along with other railroads,
‘valong with other people—|-
jtential providers of services of
«is kind—trying to discover new
s of handling ... what
¥abive known to be mounting vol-
es of solid wastes that have
% be handled now as well as into
e future.”

e said Southern had given|¢
m no estimate of the cost—and|
expected noné unless bids|p,
Pre requested for such a serv-|,
wife. He added that no hids‘

Would be sought until the Dis-,
t has authority to negotiate u
sfich a contract and has the

oney to pay. s
2 Hamilton, too, declined to dis- b
Eilss costs. But fie conceded that | &
e the railroad could not cut| ¥
cost in half, it would offer a|P
vice cheaper by more than 15 2

H
‘

cent.

mvolved would be first pur-i-
ase of a 2-acre site 1o'catedl
ar highways and rail transpor-
n within the District—but
ay from residential areas. He

d one had been selected, but

1

econd would be exercise of !
f option .on the Virginia land|¢
fter approyal of a riate]
Rate and co
#8¥Phird, Southern would have t
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